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St. Martha Mary & Lazarus, St. Philip the Apostle, St. Leo the Great, St. Mary Magdalene, St. John of  the Cross, St. Dominic 

Board of  Directors 

President: 
Mark Halleck 

VP Vocations: 
Donna Rueby 

VP Membership: 
Sandie Taylor 

VP Programs/Hospitality: 
  Programs:    Gary Estess 
  Hospitality: Diddy Muck 

VP Communications: 
      Mary Lou Purello 
Treasurer: 

Bob Sponaugle 
Secretary: 

Jim Stevens 
Chaplain: 

Father Felix Osasona 
Past President: 

Melia Reed 

Trustees: 
Charlie Garland 

Arlane Sponaugle 
Shalom Rep:  Doug Reed 
Newsletter: Mary Lou Purello 

Meetings: 
4th Monday of  the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass, 

Humble, TX 
6:30 Social, 7:00 Dinner

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston

Be sure to mark your calendars for this ZOOM meeting. 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 26

This is not a closed meeting, so invite your friends to attend, also 
meeting starts at 6:30 with Troy joining us at 7:00 pm

What does the shadow on the photo on page 4 say to you?? ?
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A WORD FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, FATHER FELIX

Pray the Rosary for Life and Country 

I would like to thank all Serra Club members for your constant 
prayers and support for priests and vocations in the church. On 
behalf  of  all the priests in Northeast Houston, I am grateful for 
showing us your love and support on Priesthood Sunday held on 
September 27, 2020. It was lovely to see many parishioners wearing 
the sticker “We love our Priests” in the church. I pray that our God 
will continue to answer our prayers for faithful priests and religious 
who are and will serve the church.  

The month of  October is dedicated to the Most Holy Rosary and the liturgical 
feast of  Our Lady of  the Rosary is on Wednesday, 7th of  October. This feast was 
introduced by Pope St. Pius V in the year 1571 to commemorate the miraculous victory 
of  the Christian forces against the Turkish forces in the Battle of  Lepanto on October 7, 
1571. The pope attributed the victory to the power of  the rosary. Our Blessed Mother is 
still protecting and shielding the church through her powerful intercessions. When we 
pray the rosary, we ask for her intercession.  

We have a lot to pray for this month. As the church celebrates Respect Life Month, we pray 
that everyone will respect, cherish, and protect all life from conception to natural death. 
We are also called to defend the most vulnerable and appreciate the dignity of  every 
human life. We are tenants of  the life that God has given us. Life is not our 
property but rather it is leased to us. Let us work together to enhance and defend 
life, caring for the unborn as well as defending the rights of  the sick and aged, the 
immigrant, the marginalized. St Paul enjoins us in Philippians 4:8 to practice what is true, 
honorable, just, pure, lovely, and gracious. This is what we are doing when we defend life.  

The presidential election is coming up in a few weeks. The process itself  needs prayers 
especially as the nation is more polarized than every before. In Forming Consciences for 
Faithful Citizenship (FCFC), the United States Conference of  Catholic Bishops enjoin the 
faithful to take an active part in public life noting that it is part of  our baptismal 
calling to participate in the political process. The kind of  political engagement we 
are called to have is “one shaped by the moral convictions of  well-formed consciences and 
focused on the dignity of  every human being, the pursuit of  the common good, and the 
protection of  the weak and the vulnerable” (FCFC, 13).  

We are noticing more and more people attending Mass in person. This is great! Maybe we 
will soon be able to hold more in-person activities and meetings in the church while taking 
necessary precautions to minimize the spread of  the virus. Yes, we still need to keep 
praying for an end to the pandemic. As we pray the rosary beads this month, we do have 
lots of  requests, but our Blessed Mother is ready to take them to her Son, Jesus Christ.          
“Holy Mary, Mother of  God, pray for us! 

Father Felix
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A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT, MARK HALLECK

It is hard to believe that the season of  Autumn is here.  It should be an 
eventful fall season with the upcoming Presidential debates 
and election, the ever-changing predictions and reality of  the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and before long the Holidays will be 
upon us.  
 They say hindsight is 20-20.  I can’t say that I will be 

disappointed to put 2020 in my hindsight. It has in some respects been a year 
marked with turmoil, uncertainty and fear, but also it has been a year of  
change, such as Live Streaming and Zoom meetings.  While those meetings on 
the Web, were helpful and served a much-needed purpose the uplifting effect of  
face-to-face interaction and fellowship have been sorely missed.  

 Each of  us has had to endure and adapt to these changing times, but none 
more so than our Priests and Religious. Everything from Holy Water to Holy 
Communion, Mass, Reconciliation, Parish Ministries, and Parish finances has 
been impacted by the events of  this year.  These are not simplistic nor 
insignificant issues.  

 So once again, I find myself  amazed and indebted to our Good Shepherds as they have 
lead us through these turbulent seas. While some parishes were unable to distribut our 
“We Love Our Priests” stickers as abundantly as we have in previous years on 
Priesthood Sunday, the sentiment is as strong and deeply held as ever. 

W E  L O V E  O U R  P R I E S T S

W E  O U R  P R I E S T S
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Serra Northeast of Houston Monthly Meeting 

There was no official monthly meeting, but many attended Adoration for Vocations at the Co-Cathedral. 
Thank you Melia for sending pictures.

What is the Newman Connection?   Did you know there is a Catholic 
presence on over 2,500 different college campuses? Did you know that we as 
Serrans are involved at helping them? The Newman Connection strives to link 
Catholic college students with the college campus minister.   All they need is 
the name of  the college student, and the name of  the college they will attend.  
If  you would like to connect a young student with a Catholic campus minister, 
click on this link:   Newman Connection.   “During these uncertain times, college 

students need the love and support of  a faith community.” 
 Donna Rueby leads this initiative for our club and would be willing to give any additional information you may need.  
Our goal is to give the Newman Connection names of  our Catholic young people going to college.  We are aware that 
unfortunately so many of  our young people stray from the church when they are away from home. 

SERRA IS INVOLVED IN MANY ACTIVITIES

https://share.hsforms.com/1UjSsZrJGTHCCtQ16OYTJXA2t65q?__hstc=85312774.7ebf27bfaa0f0fa1264f168d63d0c945.1599511893774.1599511893774.1599511893774.1&__hssc=85312774.1.1599511893774&__hsfp=3719815852
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DID YOU KNOW?

In 1935 the first Serra Club as founded.  

 In 1938 Serra International was formed. 

In 1941 Pope Pius XII instituted in Rome the Pontifical Work for Priestly Vocations 

In 1951 Serra International ws aggregtated to the Pontifical Work for Priestly Vocations 

Serra International Brochure

DID YOU KNOW THAT SERRANS CAN RECEIVE SPIRITUAL BENEFITS?

Thanks to Melia Reed for sharing this information.  Below is an excerpt from a brochure explaining 
the benefits and a link to the brochure.

https://www.serrainternational.org/sites/default/files/documents/1951AggregationBooklet.pdf


6

COLLEGE I TO IV

These men have answered the Holy Spirit’s call and are studying for the undergraduate degree at St. Joseph 
Seminary College in Louisiana.. 

VOCATIONS PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SEMINARIANS WHO ARE DISCERNING GOD’S CALL 
A CONTINUATION OF LAST MONTH’S REPORT

Trieu Nguyen, Home 
parish: Co-Cathedral 
of  Sacred Heart

Felipe Garcia, Home 
Parish: St. Luke

Christian Mai, 
Hone parish: 
Notre Dame

Carlos Jaime, Home 
parish: Co-Cathedral of  
the Sacred Heart

http://houstonvocations.com/testimonies/

Pastoral Year

These men have answered the Holy Spirit’s call and are serving at a local parish to continue their discernment. 

Joshua Svajda Home 
parish: St. John 
Vianney

Bela Primus, Home 
parish: St. Mary, 
League City, PY: St. 
Mary Texas City

Cristian Bustos, 
Home parish: St. 
Andrew, PY: St. 
Frances Cabrini

Matthew Krusleski, 
Home parish: Sacred 
Heart, PY: Christ Our 
Light, Navasota, St. 
Stanislaus, Anderson

Zachary Muldrow, 
Home parish: 
Sacred Heart, PY: 
St. Martha

Jose Serrato, Home 
parish: St. John of  
the Cross, PY: St. 
Anthony of  Padua
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THEOLOGY I TO IV

These men have continued answering the Holy Spirit’s call and most are continuing their discernment at St. Mary’s 
Seminary.  Deacon Joseph White is at North American College

John Clark, Home 
parish: Prince of  
Peace

Hai Dao, Home 
parish: Vietnamese 
Martyrs

Dcn. Chad Henry, 
Home parish: St. 
Laurence. 

Dcn. Hoang Ly 
‘Wayne’, parish: 
Incarnate Word & 
SJM

Dcn. Houston 
Okonma, 
parish:St.Christopher

Luis Garcia Home 
parish: Prince of  
Peacel

Christopher Meyer, 
Home parish: St. 
Laurence 
SugarLand

Viet Nguyen, 
Home parish: 
Ascension Chinese 
Mission

Luis Armas, Home 
parish: St. Anne, 
Tomball

David Ramirez, 
Home parish: St. 
John Vianney

Jacob Ramirez, 
Home parish: 
Prince of  Peace

Carlos Velero, 
Home parish: St. 
Benedict

An Hong Vo, 
Home parish: St. 
John Vianney

Dcn. Josep White 
Home parish: St. 
Michael, Lake Jackson,
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1 - St. Therese of Lsieux - Therese was the youngest of 5 sisters and all of them became nuns!  Their 
parents, Louis and Marie Zelie Guerin Martin, are now saints.


4 - St. Francis of Assisi - Saint Francis of Assisi is the patron saint of 
animals, ecologists and merchants.


5 - St. Faustina Kowalska - St. Faustina received visits from Jesus in 
which He instructed her to commission a painting.  This painting now 
known as the image of Divine Mercy.


7 - Our Lady of the Rosary - This feast was created in thanksgiving for the 
miracle of Lepanto.


11 - Pope St. John XXIII was nicknamed “Good Pope John” and was beloved 
during his life (1881-1963). His wit and writings impacted many


22 - St. Pope John Paul II - He Beatified 1,338 people and canonized 482 
saints.


All Hallows' Eve or Halloween heralds the month of  November with emphasis on 
the Communion of  Saints, especially the Church Suffering (the Poor Souls in 
Purgatory) and the second coming of  Christ or parousia. This last day of  October on 
the secular calendar is second only to Christmas in commercial preparations. The 
secular festivities center on ghouls, witches and devils, but the Christian counterpart 
focus on the communion of  saints. As Christians living a "Catholic Culture", we 
should try to explore the Christian roots of  the Halloween festivities 

Catholic culture Halloween

OCTOBER  
is  

Respect Life Month  
and  

Month of  the Rosary 

Some Feast Days in October: 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/10_2.cfm
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/10.cfm
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Congratulations to these students for winning the Vocation Prayer Contest

Vocation Prayer 
Guardian Angels, We ask you to help 
us who are in need of  answering 
God’s calling; guide us in the correct 
direction to answer God’s calling.  We 
ask you to help us find more priests 
and deacons to serve the Church and 
others out there.  Let our generous 
hearts allow us to know what we are 
being called to be or do.  We need this 
for the universal Church and for the 
whole world.  We thank you, for 
protecting us and getting us here.  You 
protect us from evil and temptations 
every day.  We thank you for taking 
care of  us through the day and night.  
May you watch over all of  us who 
need it most, care for those whose 
tears pour down their cheeks and fill 
their hearts with happiness.   Amen 

Alina Diaz – 6th Grade 
St. Mary Magdalene School 

Vocation Prayer 

God our Father,  
We ask you to pray for all 

priests throughout the world.  
We praise you, Our Divine 

Father, to inspire us to become 
ordained.  Without priesthood, 

we wouldn’t be able to 
experience Communion, 

Sacraments, and the joy of  
Jesus in our hearts.  Thank you 
for all you have done for us and 

give us health and family.  
Amen 

Aidan Lopez – 7th Grade 
St. Mary Magdalene Catholic 

School  

Vocation Prayer 

Dear Lord, 
We praise you for all you have 
done.  You are our Savior and 

you gave your only Son to us.  We 
ask you for more holy parents 

who can raise holy children.  And 
Lord we ask that some of  those 

children become priests and 
sisters.  Thank you Lord for 

everything you’ve done for us and 
will continue to do. 

Amen. 

Makenzie Taylor – 8th Grade 
St. Mary Magdalene Catholic 

School 

Generous Creator  
of  all that is good and beautiful,  
who gave me a sun to wake in,  

and a moon to sleep in,  
and a heart to love  

everything  
You have done for me.   

I ask You for more priests  
so more people know about God.   

So they love God 
 and  

everything He has done.   
We pray to the Father. 

Amen 

Anika Glasco - 3rd Grade 
St. Martha Catholic School

Hail Mary the mom of  Jesus  
please help young men 

 follow the path  
Your son did. 

Amen 

Carter Gallagher - 2nd Grade 
St. Martha Wednesday CCE

God, You are our Mighty King! 
God please take my prayers for  

Jacob Ramirez  
as he studies to be a priest. 

Bless him as he  
volunteers  
by teaching  

CCE.   

Thank you God. 
Amen 

Lily Allred - 3rd Grade 
St. Martha Wednesday CCE
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SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS  

• After 8:30 a.m. Mass, Adoration of  the Blessed Sacrament, displayed until 9:00 p.m. at St. Mary Magdalene in 
Humble; St. Philip the Apostle in Huffman, after the 8:30 a.m. Mass each Friday; St. John of  the Cross, HOLY 
HOURS: Tuesday – Thursday 7:00 a.m.– 8:00 a.m. -Monday 7:30 p.m - 9:00 p.m. -Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m., 
silent hour 9 a.m.-10 a.m, 8 p.m.-10 p.m.  

• Wed. Oct 7 - Feast of  Our Lady of  the Rosary 
• Fri. Oct. 9  - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations following the 8:30 a.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Tues. Oct. 13 - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations,  following the 7:00 p.m. 

Mass, St. Martha 
• Thurs. Oct. 15 -  Outreach Mass: 8:30 am, St. Philip the Apostle, 2308 3rd St. Huffman. Wear 

Serra Shirt. 
• Sat., Oct. 24, - Serra sponsored Vocation Expo.  Patty Schneider, speaker, St. Mary’s Seminary 
• Mon. Oct. 26, - Monthly meeting Zoom - Guest Speaker, Troy Guy. Why be Catholic?    
• Sat. Oct. 31,  - Bishop Sheltz  - Altar Server Appreciation - Altar servers with 5+ years of  service 

-All parishes  - 10:00 a.m. at the Co-Cathedral. 

October Birthdays  
2 - Mark Halleck 
4 - Fr. Roger Estorque, St. Dominic 
4 - Sem. Luis M. Gonzalez,Scalabrini Order, 
Mexico 
5 - Dcn. Tony Cardella, St. Martha 
6 - Pam Miller 
Diane Applegate 
7 - Sr. Carmen Sanchez, Martha’s Kitchen 
10 - Marillac Njoku, Sisters of Jesus the Saviour 
Convent 
12 - Tony Benvegnu 
13 - Arlane Sponaugle 
17 - Cissy Wilson 
19 - Florence Schlesinger 
22 - Terrell Nelson 
23 - Fr. T.J. Dolce, St. Marth 
26 - Lisa Field

For more information about Serra Northeast of Houston, please contact President, Mark Halleck, mhalleck@icloud.com. 

To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  information please contact, Mary Lou Purello, 
marylou0038@icloud.com. Please do not hesitate to share stories, pictures, prayers. 

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, check the following websites by clicking the links 
https://serraus.org            https://serra10.com 

Prayers of thanksgiving for the healthy birth of 
3 new grandchildren: 
✴Diddy’s newest grand child, 

Amelia Josephine, 9 lbs. 15 oz, born 
Sept 16. 

✴ Cissy Wilson’s grandson, 
Warren Michael Keithly, 8 lbs, 4 

oz, born Sept. 24. 
✴The Rueby’s welcomed their  
newest grandchild, Owen Ambrose 
Rueby, born Sept. 20, 8 lbs, 3 oz.   

• Prayers for Betty Menard’s brother, Wally 
Whitworth Jr. who is battling cancer 

• Prayers for all that we stay safe from the 
Coronavirus 

• Pray for our country as we approach a 
contentious election

All Happening dates and details  are questionable….Stay tuned for changes. 

mailto:mhalleck@icloud.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com


11

S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, 
an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 
Amen 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.

“God has two kinds of gifts:  First there 
are those that He sends us whether we 
pray for them or not;  and the second 
kind are those what are given on 
condition that we pray…… 
Prayer, then is not just informing God of 
our needs, for God already knows them.  
Rather, the purpose of prayer is to give 
God the opportunity to bestow the gifts 
He will give us when we are ready to 
accept them.” 

From the Angel’s Blackboard, The Best of Fulton 
J. Sheen

No man can be happy unless he feels his life is in 
some way important

Kindness is the golden chain by which society is 
bound together.

Ginger Snaps Fun Thoughts on Life compiled by Dian Ritter


